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What is this man 
looking at?
Well… it’s a glass of Rioja, of course, from the north-east Spain, but the man in  

   question, Oliver Ojikutu, is not only looking at it, he’s admiring it because this  

        wine – a 2005 crianza aged in oak barrels for a minimum of six months    

              – has been lovingly made by the Ugarte family in a region bordering the      

                 Basque country. Sounds hard to get hold of? Not so because Oliver is
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OOK in the dictionary for a de�nition of 
the word ‘epicure’ and you should come 
across something along the lines of: ‘One 

who cultivates a re�ned taste for the pleasures of the 
table... aka Oliver Ojikutu’.

OK, the last bit isn’t in the dictionary, but it ought 
to be because Oliver is a man who loves good food 
and good drink – particularly wine. But not just any 
old wine because the reds, whites and roses Oliver 
enjoys are rare treasures, little known outside the re-
mote regions where they’re produced.

Oliver, who hails from Washington DC, is a full-
time airline pilot who moved to the North-East 22 
years ago. His home’s in Heddon, but his heart is in 
La Mancha, Salamanca, the Basque country… well, 
all over Spain actually.

It was Spain which Oliver visited several years ago 
when he came across lots of small, independent win-
eries, producing bottles that you don’t necessarily 
see on the supermarket shelves over here.

Now most of us enjoy the good food and drink that 
seems to be the norm on the Continent, but sadly, 
we don’t sample such delights again until our next 
holiday abroad. At the most, we’ll bring a couple of 
bottles and a bit of cheese back home with us. But 
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a WINE HUNTER. He travels the length and 

breadth of the Iberian peninsula   

        in search of the best wines from small   

               producers and, luckily for us, brings  

                    them back to Tynedale
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